
 

Guided Reading at Abbey Hulton 

Guided Reading in the Early Years 

These sessions take place with a small group of children. The main purpose is to engage and instill a 

love and curiosity of books. 

Teacher and children share and enjoy the same text at the appropriate level, encouraging children to 

handle books correctly. 

 Introduce the book 

 Walk through the book 

 Independent reading 

 Returning to the text 

 Responding to the text 

In Key Stage One classes, pupil develop specific reading skills (Reading Gems): 

Our KS1 Reading Gems are pirate themed characters with a short pencil portrait about who they are 

and what questions they like to ask. Our characters are introduced in Reception during summer term 

to ease the transition into Year 1 so they are familiar with the character name.   

 Captain Define 

 Raf Retrieve 

 Sally Sequence 

 The Inference Ship 

 Polly Predict 

*Enjoyment is built in alongside all skills 

These Reading Gems are also covered in KS2 however only as the reading domain name e.g. define.  

 

Structure of Reading Squad sessions:  

Day one: Decoding: pre-cue vocabulary, tricky words and graphemes in the text, dissecting the front 

cover and blurb, having our first read of the text together as a group giving the teacher the 

opportunity to rule out any misconceptions.  

Day two and three: Prosody: Focus on prosody. Building fluency with our fluency rubric, identifying 

pace, volume, expression, modelling reading sentences as the adult and supporting children with 

fluency using our ‘bounce on reading’ technique. Staff will actively move around the table to ‘dip in’ 

to reading during these 2 days to support children where necessary to build on their fluency.  

Day four: Oral Comprehension: Introducing our reading character for the week and which skill we’ll 

be focusing on. Children will then orally answer questions based on this reading domain. Staff 

support children by modelling how to answer questions orally before written work on day five.  



Day five: Written Comprehension: Based on their oral answers the previous day staff support 

children with writing the answers to these questions in the form of short sentences, tick boxes, 

match up activities and numbering pictures or phrases from the book. 

 

 

 

In Key Stage Two classes, pupils continue to develop the above skills as well as: 

 Summarise 

 Relate 

 Explore 

 Compare 

These ‘Reading Gems’ are displayed in all classrooms. 

Structure of Guided Reading in key stage two classes: 

Day One: Read text together, engage reader, explore vocabulary, secure understanding 

Day Two: Gem Questions. Teacher shares questions and where needed models answers. 

   *Focus on one skill (Reading Gem) per week. Every 3 weeks Inference is focused on. 

Day Three: Children answer Gem sheet independently. 

Day Four: Treasure Chest Sheet. Children answer questions from previously taught skills. Teacher 

     Supports where needed. 

Day Five: Reading for Pleasure/ Finish Gem or Treasure sheets/ Teacher feedback or supports/ extra          

    Inference focus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

In Key stage Two classes, teachers use Gem and Treasure Sheets so there is a consistent approach 

for the children. 

Gem Sheet 

 

Treasure Sheet 

 

 

Key Stage One 

 

Key Stage Two 

                                                                                                     

 

Key Stage Two 

 

                               
 

 

Key Stage Two 

 

 


